
1 
 

 
 

   

105 12

 

  

 

 

  

2019 12 19 14:00-16:00 2  

 

     362  

  

 
 

World Trends in the Development of Underwater Culture Heritage 
 

Dr. Chris Underwood 
 

 
This talk introduces a number of international trends which are having a 

positive impact on the development of the discipline of underwater cultural heritage 
(UCH). These trends include the impact of States ratifying the UNESCO Convention on 
the Underwater Cultural Heritage or other States using the Convention’s Rules as a 
management framework; UNITWIN Network, which seeks to build institutional links 
between universities, but also includes maritime museums, centres of heritage or 
archaeological excellence, training and diving organisations, even community projects 
aimed at increasing local tourism; international training standards; peer reviewed 
journals beginning to publish abstracts in languages other than English, international 
conference that combined illustrate trends in techniques and research methodologies. 
All of the above contribute to setting international standards through cooperation 



2 
 

between states in a discipline which by definition often means researching, for 
example, a shipwreck that links its place of origin with its original place of destination 
and ultimately its place of loss, combined with subsequent natural and human 
interventions which provide avenues of international inter-disciplinary research. This 
paper will also introduce how governments are recognising how UCH can play a full 
part in economic and social policy through heritage tourism, well-being through 
community projects, or as a volunteer in maritime museums or heritage projects. 
Although the former topics are largely positive there remain issues that need greater 
clarity such as the misunderstanding of preservation in situ versus excavation, and the 
continuing threat of commercial exploitation of UCH, which will also be touched 
upon. 

  

Dr. Chris Underwood first experience of maritime 

archaeology was in 1978, when he joined the Mary Rose 

Project, serving as Diving Offices and ultimately being 

jointly responsible for the implementation of the Trust’ 

underwater work programme leading to the recovery of the 

Mary Rose in 1982. In the following decade he combined 

professional diving in the UK’s Oil and Civil Engineering 

industries with archaeology, participating in or managing 

projects in the UK, Sweden, Ireland, Malta, Mauritius, and Comoros Islands. In 1991 he 

joined the Nautical Archaeology Society. As Project Director he was responsible for the 

Society’s international training programme and public participatory projects. After more than 

a decade, in 2005 he joined Argentina’s National Institute of Anthropology’s underwater 

archaeology research program. He participated in the excavation and research of HMS Swift 

(1770) and continues to work on heritage management and research projects in Patagonia 

and Tierra del Fuego, in parallel advise NAS on the development of its international 

education programme. Since 2008, he has been a trainer and course coordinator of 

UNESCO’s capacity building programs in Argentina, Colombia, Kenya, Mexico, St Eustatius, 

and Thailand, as well as contributing to and co-editing UNESCO’s Foundation Course manuals. 

Chris has a Bachelor’s degree in education from Portsmouth University, Masters in Maritime 

Archaeology from Southampton University, and PhD from the University of Southern 

Denmark. He is currently President of ICOMOS’ International Committee on the Underwater 

Cultural Heritage. 
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https://tinyurl.com/sgxaezx 

108 12 6  

  

 

 

 

 

2  

 

  
 

 02-2621-5656 x 3647 0911-444396 

 02-2621-5656 x 2780 


